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A BROAD CHURCH INDEED – THE SOCIAL PROFILE OF GREEK
ORTHODOX IN AUSTRALIA
The study of Greek Orthodox in Australia is a topic that has both theoretical and practical
significance but is one on which little academic work has been undertaken. This is despite the fact
that Australia is home to one of the largest Greek communities in the world. There have been
isolated community studies but no large-scale picture of Greek Orthodox in Australia even though
they form part of the seventh largest ethnic group in Australia based on the census in 2016.
In discussion with Greek-Australians, there are many views about the make-up of the Greek
Orthodox population in Australia. In part, this may be due to newspaper reports, hearsay or other
announcements that are made in good spirit. Also the perception of one’s local community seems
to colour ideas about Greek Orthodox throughout Australia. When these well-meaning
stereotypes are challenged, they do not appear to have a formal basis.
The focus of this report is the Greek Orthodox in Australia who comprise the largest component
of the Greek-Australian community as well as the largest proportion of the Eastern Orthodox
faithful in Australia. The purpose is to provide a social profile of Greek Orthodox in Australia based
on the official data. This information can serve as a benchmark for planning community services
on the basis of evidence rather than intuition.
The information in this report is derived from the national census in 2016 in response to the
question on one’s religion (see Figure 1). At the same time the Census collected other social
information that may be of wider relevance to religion. This report might be read usefully in
conjunction with the earlier paper in this series: Greek Orthodox in Australia – the big picture. That
report documented some basic demographic statistics on Eastern Orthodox and Greek Orthodox
in Australia.

Figure 1. 2016 Census question on religion.
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Introduction
There are 373,589 people in Australia who indicated that they are Greek Orthodox. Possibly there
are some who did not answer the question accurately in the Census. For instance, they may have
indicated “Orthodox” or “Christian” instead of “Greek Orthodox”. It seems likely that there is some
under-estimate but this is still the most valid information available on Greek Orthodox in Australia.
The 373,859 who indicated that they were Greek Orthodox are 0.0159 in a population of
23,401,891. At this level the margin of error is very small. There is a 99% level of confidence that
the actual number is up to 374,400 and it seems extremely unlikely that the total number of Greek
Orthodox is anywhere near even 400,000 or more that some assert. The general point is that these
figures provide a reasonable basis for describing the Greek Orthodox population in Australia.
The following sections consider topics such as ancestry, language spoken at home, English
proficiency, education, occupation, income and marital or household status. For ease of reference
the various charts are depicted bilingually.
What is the overseas ancestry of Greek Orthodox?
Overwhelmingly, Greek Orthodox in Australia are a migrant community. Whilst this will change
over time, only 22% (all percentages rounded) of Greek Orthodox have both parents born in
Australia. If one adds those whose father only was born overseas or those whose mother only was
born overseas then this rises to 34% as second generation. Figure 2 outlines the parental
backgrounds of Greek Orthodox.

Greek Orthodox
Not stated - birthplace for either or both
parents not stated

Both parents born in Australia

Mother only born overseas

Father only born overseas

Both parents born overseas

0
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Ελληνορθόδοξοι
Δεν έχει δηλωθεί - η γενέτειρα ενός ή και των
δύο γονέων δεν αναφέρεται

Και οι δύο γονείς γεννήθηκαν στην Αυστραλία

Η μητέρα γεννήθηκε μόνο στο εξωτερικό

Πατέρας γεννήθηκε μόνο στο εξωτερικό

Και οι δύο γονείς γεννημένοι στο εξωτερικό

0
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Figure 2. Parental background of Greek Orthodox.
Is Greek spoken at home?
The Census assessed familiarity with the Greek language (Figure 3), which is an important
component of maintenance of cultural heritage.

Figure 3. 2016 Census question on religion.
In Australia, Greek is spoken at home by 215,506 Greek Orthodox out of a total of 373,589 (i.e.,
57%). Of course, this does not show the extent of knowledge of Greek.

6

Religious Education Occasional Papers

Are Greek Orthodox proficient in the English language?
Equally important for educational, social and vocational adjustment in Australia is the knowledge
of English. A person’s self-assessed proficiency in English was indicated in the Census. This
question applied only to those people who spoke a language other than English at home (see
Figure 4). Amongst Greek Orthodox, 33% speak only English.

Figure 4. 2016 Census question on religion.

Proficiency in Spoken English and another language
Not stated

Speaks other language and speaks English: Not at
all
Speaks other language and speaks English: Not
well

Speaks other language and speaks English: Well

Speaks other language and speaks English: Very
well

Speaks English only

0%

5%

10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%
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Ικανότητα στην ομιλία Αγγλικών / Γλωσσών
Δεν αναφέρεται -

Μιλάει άλλη γλώσσα και μιλάει Αγγλικά:
Καθόλου

Μιλάει άλλη γλώσσα και μιλάει Αγγλικά: Δεν
είναι καλά

Μιλάει άλλη γλώσσα και μιλά Αγγλικά: Λοιπόν

Μιλάει άλλη γλώσσα και μιλάει Αγγλικά: Πολύ
καλά

Μιλά μόνο αγγλικά
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120000

160000

Figure 5. English language proficiency.
For the purposes of this report it will be assumed that those Greek Orthodox who indicate “not
applicable” do not speak another language at home but are proficient in English. This means that
75% of the Greek Orthodox population are very proficient in English.
There are, however, just over 40,000 Greek Orthodox who speak another language at home
(probably Greek) and who do not speak English well or do not speak English at all.
What is the occupational background of Greek Orthodox?
The occupational distribution of Greek Orthodox is not as straightforward as some might imagine.
At the outset, occupation was not even applicable for 47% of the Greek Orthodox population in
Australia (that is, they were not employed or in the labour force). This compares with 45% for the
remainder of the general population
It is true that the 33,337 Greek Orthodox who are professionals are the largest of all the major
occupational groups. There are more in this category than any other but there are also 24,603
Greek Orthodox who are managers; 26,627 are clerks; 21,587 are technicians or trade workers;
and some 20,480 are sales workers. So, the distribution is fairly uniform across occupational
groups.
Anecdotal accounts imply pride in achieving professional occupational status especially for those
from a migrant or disadvantaged background. There might be a view that the children of migrants
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are high achievers and that there are proportionally more Greek-Australians (and hence Greek
Orthodox) in the professional group than the rest of the population. This view is mistaken.
The available evidence points to an overestimate of the number of Greek Orthodox who are
professionals. Around 11% of Greek Orthodox are professionals whereas 12% of the remaining
general population are professionals.

Comparison of Greek Orthodox (GO) and remainder of
Australian population
Labourers
Machinery Operators and Drivers
Sales Workers
Clerical and Administrative Workers
Community and Personal Service Workers
Technicians and Trades Workers
Professionals
Managers
0

0.05

Proportion excluding GO

0.1

0.15

0.2

0.25

GO proportion

Σύγκριση των Ορθοδόξων και του υπόλοιπου
πληθυσμού της Αυστραλίας
Εργάτες
Μηχανικοί χειριστές και οδηγοί
Εργάτες πωλήσεων
Υπαλλήλους γραφείων και διοικητικών υπαλλήλων
Κοινοτικούς και προσωπικούς συνεργάτες
Τεχνίτες και Εμπόρους
Επαγγελματίες
Διευθυντές
0
Αναλογία εκτός Ελληνικών Ορθοδόξων

0.05

0.1

0.15

0.2

0.25

Ελληνορθόδοξη αναλογία

Figure 6. Occupational distribution of Greek Orthodox in Australia.
The proportion across the major occupational group is shown in Figure 6. It tracks fairly closely
the same proportions as those in the general population (when those who inadequately
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described, did not state their occupation, or for whom occupation was not applicable are
excluded). As far as professionals from a Greek Orthodox background are concerned there are
around 1 in 5 and this is slightly less than the proportion in the overall population.
How is income distributed across the Greek Orthodox?
Income levels are related to occupational status. In the Greek Orthodox population, the median
level of income is probably less than imagined. The median was in the range $26,000-$33,799 for
those 299,368 Greek Orthodox who listed an income level.
The smaller number than the total of 373,859 who indicated that they were Greek Orthodox may
reflect those on social security benefits such as aged pensions. Naturally for young children and
others there may not be any declared income. The breakdown of incomes of those who are Greek
Orthodox is shown in the figure below and it appears fairly evenly distributed.

Greek Orthodox income levels
Not stated / not applicable
$104,000-$155,999
$78,000-$90,999)
$52,000-$64,999
$33,800-$41,599
$20,800-$25,999
$7,800-$15,599
Nil or negative income
0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

Ελληνορθόδοξο επίπεδο εισοδήματος
Δεν αναφέρεται / δεν ισχύει
$104,000-$155,999
$78,000-$90,999)
$52,000-$64,999
$33,800-$41,599
$20,800-$25,999
$7,800-$15,599
Μηδενικό ή αρνητικό εισόδημα
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10%
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Figure 7. Greek Orthodox income levels.
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The median income of Greek Orthodox, which is around $26,00-$33,799, is slightly less than for
other Christian, Hindu, Judaism or Secular or No religion groups. The group with the largest
number in the highest earning category ($156,000 or more ) is Judaism with 12% compared with
3% for Greek Orthodox. Greek Orthodox with nil or negative income are 10% compared with 17%
for Hindu, 18% for Buddhism and 20% for Islam.
What is the educational level of Greek Orthodox?
Educational achievement is also related to occupational pathways and income levels. Again, Greek
Orthodox are not as distinguished in the area of education as one might have imagined (see Figure
8).

Educational achievement - Greek Orthodox
Other
Secondary Education - Years 9 and below
Certificate I & II Level
Secondary Education - Years 10 and above
Certificate III & IV Level
Advanced Diploma and Diploma Level
Bachelor Degree Level
Graduate Diploma and Graduate Certificate…
Postgraduate Degree Level
0

20000 40000 60000 80000 100000 120000

Εκπαιδευτικό Επίτευγμα - Ελληνορθόδοξοι
Αλλα
Δευτεροβάθμια εκπαίδευση - έτη 9 και…
Επίπεδο Πιστοποίησης I & II
Δευτεροβάθμια εκπαίδευση - έτη 10 και…
Επίπεδο Πιστοποίησης III & IV
Προχωρημένο δίπλωμα και επίπεδο …
Επίπεδο πτυχίου
Μεταπτυχιακό Δίπλωμα και…
Μεταπτυχιακό Επίπεδο
0

20000 40000 60000 80000 100000 120000

Figure 8. Educational achievement of Greek Orthodox.
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The proportion of those with postgraduate degrees (3%) is far lower than those from Hinduism
(23%) or Judaism (12%). The proportion of Greek Orthodox with a degree is 14% and again this
compares poorly with Hinduism (32%), Judaism (32%), Buddhism (21%), no religion (18%) or Islam
(17%) (see Figure 9).
Amongst Buddhism, other Christian, Hinduism, Islam , Judaism or no religion groups, the Greek
Orthodox have the highest proportion (17%) of those with the lowest level of education (i.e., Year
9 and below). This low proportion may reflect the effects of post-war migration.

Degree
Πτυχίο διπλωμάτων
Other Beliefs or No Religion / Άλλες…
Other Religions / Άλλες θρησκείες
Judaism / Ιουδαϊσμός
Islam / Ισλάμ
Hinduism / ινδουϊσμός
Other Christian / Άλλοι Χριστιανοί
Greek Orthodox / Ελληνορθόδοξοι
Buddhism / βουδισμός
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Year 9 and below
Τρίτο έτος γυμνασίου ή κάτω
Other Beliefs or No Religion / Άλλες…
Other Religions / Άλλες θρησκείες
Judaism / Ιουδαϊσμός
Islam / Ισλάμ
Hinduism / ινδουϊσμός
Other Christian / Άλλοι Χριστιανοί
Greek Orthodox / Ελληνορθόδοξοι
Buddhism / βουδισμός
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10%

15%

20%

Figure 9. Comparisons of Greek Orthodox and other religions – Degree qualifications and Year 9
and below schooling.
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What do we know about the marital and household status of Greek Orthodox?
The registered marital status of Greek Orthodox for whom this is applicable is mainly married or
widowed (Figure 10). Just over a quarter have never married (28%), 7% are widowed, 3%
separated. 8% divorced and 54% married.

Registered marital status
Καταγεγραμμένη οικογενειακή κατάσταση
Married / Παντρεμένος
Separated / Ξεχωριστό ζευγάρι
Divorced / Διαζευγμένος
Widowed Χήρα / χήρος
Never married / Δεν παντρεύτηκε ποτέ
0%

10%

Other Australians / Άλλοι Αυστραλοί

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Greek Orthodox / Ελληνορθόδοξοι

Figure 10. Registered marital status - comparison of Greek Orthodox and other Australians.
A substantially greater proportion of Greek Orthodox are married compared to other Australians
and fewer are non-married. De facto marriages now make up 8% of social marital status among
Greek Orthodox compared to 22% in the remaining population.

Social marital status -Greek Orthodox
Κοινωνική οικογενειακή κατάσταση - Ελληνορθόδοξοι

registered marriage / εγγεγραμμένο γάμο

de facto marriage / de facto γάμο

Figure 11. Social marital status of Greek Orthodox.
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The overwhelming family status and relationship to the home was that of a parent, child or relative
Figure 12).

Relationship in Household
Σχέση ενός ατόμου με το σπίτι
Children <15 years / Παιδιά <15 ετών
Lone parent / Μονογονεϊκές
Same-sex couple / Ζευγάρι ομοφυλόφιλου
Husband, wife / Ο σύζυγος η σύζυγος
Lone person / Μόνος άνθρωπος
Visitors, others / Επισκέπτες, άλλοι
Relative / Συγγενής
Non-dependent children / Μη εξαρτώμενα παιδιά
Dependent student children / Εξαρτημένος φοιτητής
0%

5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%

Figure 12. Household relationship – Greek Orthodox.
Conclusions
There are many potential variations in the profile of any individual Greek Orthodox member in
Australia. There is no uniform stereotype or characterisation that fits most people.
There is however a modal type or for want of a better word the most common characterisation
and in this section a summary is attempted.
The most typical Greek Orthodox is a minority member of the Australian population. He or she
has parents who in all likelihood were born overseas but one in three now have at least one parent
who is Australian born. Quite a few Greek Orthodox say that Greek is spoken at home but the
quality or standard of the Greek language is not determined. Just on one-third speak only English.
There are still some 40,000 who do not speak English at all but over time this number will decline.
The occupational status of Greek Orthodox is remarkably similar to that of the wider Australian
population. There are not more professionals among Greek Orthodox than one might expect.
Overly high achievement of the second or subsequent generations is a myth.
The educational achievement of Greek Orthodox is well below that of Hinduism, Judaism,
Buddhism, no religion or Islam. Furthermore Greek Orthodox have the highest proportion of those
with the lowest level of education amongst these religions
In terms of income, Greek Orthodox are not particularly well-off. The median level of income is
close to other religious groups but nowhere near as high as that of Judaism or Hinduism. At the
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other extreme, Greek Orthodox are much less likely than those in Buddhism, Islam or Hinduism to
report nil or negative income.
Around 8% of Greek Orthodox are divorced and de facto marriages make up 8% of social marital
status but this is still far less than the remaining population (22%).
What does one make of all these figures? Firstly, they do not characterise any one person. They
depict the modal person or the most typical Greek Orthodox.
The statistics describe the social and community landscape for most people. They depict the
boundaries within which a Church must operate in its dealings with people. For instance, one in
12 are in de facto social marital status; one in 10 cannot speak English; same-sex couples hardly
register on the radar; traditional marriage dominates for the most part; and Greek Orthodox are
not highly educated nor particularly wealthy. Any stereotype is open to challenge but it is useful
to have this social profile at our disposal for planning religious services and instruction let alone
health, education or welfare services. In conclusion, it seems reasonable to conclude that Greek
Orthodox in Australia is indeed a broad church.
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